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two important modifications were introduced. First the Eng-
lish financial adviser had his seat in the Council though with-
out executive power. He was to represent the dual control of
pre-occupation days, but without his French colleague. The
presence of the English adviser, who was an Egyptian Govern-
ment official, was a guarantee that all the wishes of the English
Consul-General would be carried out without having the
appearance of being pressed upon the ministers from outside.
And although advice regarding the finance of the country was
his main occupation, he could also express his opinion on other
questions dealt with in the Council.

The second modification, which was in the nature of a
general ruling to be applied in all emergencies, was confidenti-
ally communicated to the British Agent by Lord Granville in
January 1884, in consequence of Cherif's opposition to the
policy dictated by the British Agent of withdrawing Egyptian
forces from the Sudan. In that far-reaching note Lord Gran-
ville put in the hands of the British Agent and Consul-General
the sword of Damocles which the Consul hastened to hang over
the heads of ministers, mudirs and all high functionaries of
the state, so that at the least friction the sword would do short
work with Damocles whoever he might be, even if he were the
Khedive himself,

The purport of that note was:

It is essential that in important questions affecting the
administration and safety of Egypt, the advice of Her
Majesty's Government should be followed, as long as the
provisional occupation continues. Ministers and governors
must carry out this advice or forfeit their offices.1

On one occasion Cromer had to intimidate Tewfik. He
reminded him that his father Khedive Ismail was near at hand
living in Constantinople, meaning that if the Khedive did not
give way he would be replaced. The much-maligned Khedive
gave proof of a good deal of astuteness and presence of mind
by the following dignified repartee: "Un ministre, on peut
changer, mais le Khedive c'est autre chose!"2
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